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Introduction
Ethnography is qualitative research that involves studying people in natural backgrounds. The ethnographic approaches used originate from social anthropology. Fieldwork involves going to the field to conduct thorough research. Ethnographic fieldwork is a strategy that is used by anthropologists to prioritize people in the analysis of how human societies work. In anthropology, fieldwork includes living in the community under study for more than a year to understand the daily lives of the people, to known what activities they are involved in and why they do such activities. Participant participation, taking field notes, mapping, kinship analysis, and social network analysis are strategies and tools used in fieldwork and are referred to as anthropologist’s toolkit. This paper studies the concept of analyzing human societies.
Analyzing Human Societies is a concept that has been focused on in the Reader Chapter 3 “Fieldwork and Ethnography”. Humanity societies are groups of people associated with each other through constant relations, or through sharing the same geographical area. Human beings usually organize themselves in different types of social groups such as hunting and gathering society, horticultural society, agrarian society, or industrial society. These human societies share different cultures that can be analyzed using fieldwork research.
Analyzing human societies involves studying the beliefs of the societies, the activities that they engage in, and their daily lives. This concept uses research methods and analyses similar to those used by anthropologists such as living in the society under study and kinship analysis to analyze the societies (Guest, 2017). It can be concluded that the methods used in this concept are the methods used in ethnographic fieldwork. The researchers go into the field to study the culture of the society they want to know about as in the case of anthropologists. Barbara Myerhoff’s anthropological fieldwork is an example of analyses of human society since it involved studying and analyzing the culture of a particular society.
What types of research methods and analysis used by the author?
Anthropologists use simple research methods to conduct their research. These include moving into the community under study and living there for more than a year as they try to understand the daily lives of the people, to know what activities they engage in and what they do them. They get involved in the activities of the communities through participant observation, take field notes, take photographs, conduct interviews and record any forms of music performed.
 They also draw maps of the communities, examine both family and physical environments and make social network analysis. The first step in the fieldwork is making observations of the details of the community but anthropologists go beyond the normal daily experiences of life to find out other complex details that shape the existence of the people. These may include gender, ethnicity, sexuality, race, religion, political and economic details, and kinship. Anthropologists make their analysis by comparing the local lives of the community under study to other communities.
Barbara Myerhoff used the technique of listening to the members of the Center community who narrated their historical details to her after which she recorded. She also got involved in doing some of their activities, for example, she states, “At various times, I consciously tried to heighten my awareness of the physical feeling state of the elderly by wearing stiff garden gloves to perform ordinary tasks, taking off my glasses and plugging my ears, slowing down my movements and sometimes by wearing the heaviest shoes I could find to the Center” (Myerhoff, 1994). This means that Myerhoff researched by getting the real feel of the people by participating in what they did. Myerhoff also used the right channels to enter into the community by approaching a lady and introducing herself. She also conducted interviews and recorded them.
What evidence does the author present? Do you find the evidence convincing? Does this analysis make sense to you?
From the research, Myerhoff brought the evidence that the older people of the Center community loved storytelling. This evidence is convincing because she observed that the community had a special place with benches where they met to talk whereby men talked about ideological concerns, politics, philosophical debates, economics, and religion while women talked about personal and immediate matters such as food, children, health, love affairs, and neighbors. This evidence can also be proved by the lady, Basha, who offered to share her story with Myerhoff upon arrival. When Myerhoff suggested having classes for storytelling the community members supported her and many of them attended the classes.
 I find this analysis to make sense because Myerhoff provided enough proof to show that storytelling was liked in the Center community. She lived in the community for years and learned what they liked as well as their culture through interviews, observations, and participating in some of their activities. The evidence is also sensible because most of the older people have no major activities or tasks to perform therefore engaging in storytelling may help them to pass their time.
How did reading this ethnography affect you personally? Did it influence how you perceive the world around you?
Reading the Reader Chapter 3 “Fieldwork and Ethnography” changed my thinking about ethnographic fieldwork. I have learned different methods of researching communities and that the work of anthropology is not as easy as I thought. It is associated with many challenges especially when conducting the research, for example, resistance by the community, hostile and unfriendly communities who may fail to give their details. The reading influenced how I perceive the world around me for I learned of new issues which I never knew. For example, changing my perception of anthropology as an easy task to learning the associated challenges such as leaving one's community and moving to live in another community may be difficult.
Conclusion
Analyzing human societies involves going to the field specifically to the society under study and living in the community for over one year to understand their lifestyle. Methods used in the research include observation, conducting interviews, and participating in some of the activities practiced in the community. The research may be analyzed by comparing the community with other communities thereby making conclusions.
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